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in the diocese.1 Thus it comes to pass that the
ecclesiastical geography of a country is almost iden-
tical with its geography in the Koman period. The
map of bishoprics and archbishoprics is that of the
ancient civitates^ in their order of political subordi-
nation. The Empire was, as it were, the mould
in which the new religion took shape. The inner
framework, the limits, the hierarchical divisions of
the Church., were those of the Empire. There is
hardly any difference to be perceived between the
old rolls of the Koman administration and the regis-
ters of the Church in the middle ages, or even in
our own day.

Thus these great organisms, which have become
so essential a part of the moral and political life
of the European peoples, were all created by the
simple and sincere men whose faith has become
inseparable from the moral culture of humanity.
Under Marcus 'Aurelius, the episcopate is com-
pletely ripe: the Papacy exists in germ. Ecume-
nical Councils were not yet possible; only the
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